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Ethel Snowden
Ethel Snowden, Viscountess Snowden, born Ethel Annakin (8 September 1881 – 22 February
1951), was a British socialist, human rights activist, and feminist politician. From a middle-class
background, she became a Christian Socialist through a radical preacher and initially promoted
temperance and teetotalism in the slums of Liverpool. She aligned to the Fabian Society and later
the Independent Labour Party, earning an income by lecturing in Britain and abroad. Snowden
was one of the leading campaigners for women's suffrage before the First World War, then
founding The Women's Peace Crusade to oppose the war and call for a negotiated peace. After a
visit to the Soviet Union she developed a strong criticism of its system, which made her
unpopular when relayed to the left-wing in Britain.
Snowden married the prominent Labour Party politician and future Chancellor of the Exchequer,
Philip Snowden. She rose up the social scale in the 1920s, much to her pleasure, and she
welcomed appointment as a Governor of the BBC and as a Director of the Royal Opera House.
Although her husband received a Viscountcy, money became tight and she led the way in caring
for him; after his death, she resumed temperance campaigning as well as journalism. She tended
to be a controversial public speaker, who would fill with enthusiasm for a project and pursue it to
the disregard of anything that stood in her way; it was said of her that "tact or discretion were
foreign to her nature".[1]

Woman's suffrage
After 1906 Snowden became increasingly active in supporting women's suffrage, being one of
the national speakers for the National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies; she decried the
concentration on such things as dresses, jewels and cake recipes and wrote a book called "The
Woman Socialist" in 1907 which advocated state control of marriage, joint title by women to the

housekeeping money, and a state salary for mothers; she also wanted housekeeping organised
collectively in each street and declared that under socialism women would have "no need to paint
face and tint hair".[12] Her strong views seemed to influence her husband,[13] although Snowden
was always a 'suffragist' and never endorsed the violent tactics of the suffragettes.[14] In 1914 she
was speaking at 200 public meetings a year on the subject, and temporarily resigned from the
Independent Labour Party in order that her political allegiance did not cause problems with her
campaigning on the issue.[15]

