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BI6 MEETING
-+ FOR SUFFRAGE

Mrs. Philip Snowdon One of
Speakers

/ - ———
Colorado Told of Con-
ditions ‘l'hero_-

The “votes-for-women" campalgn
closed last evening with a large mass
meeting In the assembly room of the
First Methodist church. The speak-
ers were Mrs. Philip Snowdon, a
prominent English suffragist, anid
Congressman Bdward Keating of Col-
orado. A band concert was given
ou slde of the church for a half hour
before the meeting opened. The
platform for the spaakers was mads
artistic and homelike with palms,
and
bouquets of yellow marigolds. Wil-
low chairs were p'acad there for tho
Bpeakers. Mrs. A G. Lewls, the
leader for this Assembly District, in-

of

trodu 1 residen:
|| or mm l't:.i; League,

who in turn made a few remarks fit-

|| tingly Introducing Mre. Snowdon,

Mrs. Snowdon is pot enly attrac-
tiva in appearance, but is one of the
best speakers for the eﬁ'mt has
ever been in Geneva. Her familiar-
ity with conditions on this side of
the waler and in England, made her
4 most (nteresting and convineing
speaker. After a few preliminary
remarks on the fitness of her pres-
ence in New York state as a helper
to the cause of , she
sald that one of the eriticlsms tha*
she had heard of the movement ta
New York is this: “that of all the
times In the history of the state, the
nation and the world in which to
make a change, this time was tha
least sultable, when part of Lhe civ-
ilized world was busy destroying it-
self.” In answer to this criticism
Mrs. Snowden cited Denmark, “whica
les nearer the great damger than

wianer s dead,
then women have to fight a terrible
battle for sustenance for their littly

ones. War is doing more to con-|’

vert the men of England today to
suffrage than all our talk. ™

“The one remuining hope of Eng-
land,” Mrs. Snowdon said, “'is the
coming into public life of the wowm-
en.”" This she quoted as the saying
of & prominent military man in thy®

country. He also sald that the sad-|

dest thing on the battle fleld s not
the sight of piles of dead or the
groans of the wounded, but it is the
ery of the wounded boys of 15 years
Or 8o for their mothers; hoys who are
more sinned against than sinning,
“and it is our business,"” Mrs. Snow-
don said, "to save them.
important fighting force through our
suflerings. Votea for women wilt
come speedily and together with men
we will work out our salvation, [f

you wou'd have a perfect state, asl

you have perfeet homes, It must be
by the men and women working to-
gether to Make a perfect state as
they work together to make the per
fect home. "

A woman voter, Miss Jane Thomp-
son of Chicago, was next introduced
and asked In an expert manner for
& collection, which proved to be the
largest collec‘ton ever taken by the
Geneva organization.

Congressman Keatlng of Colorado
was the final speaker of the meeting
He said that he had lived In Col-
orado all the twenty-two years that
suffrage had been effective there. Ha
felt when it was adopted that It
would be a good thing; now he
knows It has been a good thing.
Women, he continued, in Colorado,
have not been unsexed, and ths home
still survives, no worse than before
women were enfrapchised and per-
baps a lot better,

The first things the women of Col-
orado did after getting the vote, he
stated, was to organize clubs to
study cltizenship and New York
women, If enfranchised, will do like-
wise, he believed. Women voters
and legislators in Colorado have not
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Hes nearer the great damger than
the United States and is far less abla
to cope with it," she sgaid, ‘'‘Den-
mark, within touch of the example uf
the Belgians, does not fear, but
| chose the wise thing and enfran-
| ¢hised their women in the midst or
danger.” She also added that in a
| short time Holland would remove all
obstacles to the enfranchisement of
women, as well as other countries, so
she came to plead for a world-wide
cause, for men to do the fair and
square thing for the women of New
York state and vote for suffrage.
Mrs. Snowdon suid she was not argu-
ing the justice of the case, for most
men are thinkers and admit the jus«
tice of it, but many desire a prac-
tical reason, not a theory, so, sie
had come to give a practical reason
lor suffrage.

In giving her reasons she spoks
first of the change in the characte
of politica in the recent years andg
the change in the lives of women.

In referring to the change in the
lives of women she said she was
sorry to see 8o many women in so-
ciely that have forsaken the idea
that the home {s the highest and
best sphere for women, but not In
a parrow semse. “Woman's sphere
is the home; no one wants to taks
her away for any other reason ex-
cept In service for the home," she
sald, “but 1 want you to face facts,
Enormous numbers of women would
have no homes if they did not make
them for themselves, They have
been drivem out by economle neces-
sity to carn their homes. Look what
is happening now in Europe.” Mrs.
Spowdon then told of the work of
men taken up by the women of Eng-
land. She said, “Face this and the
fact that 25,000 innocent men ars
slaughtered every day; that before
the war broke put there were a mil-
lion more women than men, and now
i* will be worse. 1f women are steal-
ing men’s work they are stealing
from thieves, for the work now done
in the factories was formerly dotie
by our grandmothers In the home
So, women are forced out of thelr
homes to work in the factories be-
side men. It is only reasonable that
working men should find pecessary
protection; women should have the

same protection. Another fact, &
-.Jeﬂt, of the homes are not fit

e —— . ——— - ————

“and |og!slatou in Colorado have not

proven emotional but bhave proven
themselves capable ot seeing clear-
1y and hewing straight to a given
line. Graft, he said, has been ellm-
inated in some, boards and depart-
ments entirely through the efforis
of women.

The best argument for suffrage,
sald Congressman Keating, lies in the
fact that after all the other states
watched Colorado, Utah, Idaho and
Wyoming from 1896 to 1910, while

these four states worked out the
problems of women voting, prac-
tieally all the other western states

fell In line in one year,

He closed by appealing to the Re-
publicans because Lincoln was for
suffrdge, the Progressives because
Roosevelt is for suffrage and the
Democrats because Jefferson was for
#ufirage and Wilson is. And he ap-
pealed to all Americans to vote lor
anfranchisement of women becauss
ft is American.

IMPROVEMENTS
FOR PULTENEY PARK

Mayor R, H, Gu'vin has made ar-
rangements for the beautification of
Pulteney Park by the planting of
shruba and by the making of other
fmprovements, A planting plan has
been prepared by Robert M. Broad-
foot, superintendent of Gleawood
Cemetery Commission, which will be

followed In making the improvement. |

It ia proposed to grade back the
bank on the east side of the park and
#et sod which will stop the washing

of the ground. The fence and un-|
sightly road sign on the west sido|

will be removed and some other ar-

rangement made for the direction of|
traffic to the right In going around |

the park, Some of the old trees
will be trimmed and decayed places
will be filled with concrete, while
the .new plantings will Include
clumps of shrubbery at the inter-
gectiona of paths and the setting of

pyramid arbor vitae to relieve tho|

barrenness of the park during t»
winter months,
It is safd that somewhat similar

plans for the adornment of the arm-|

ory grounds are also under consid-
eration.

The newest millinery, moderately
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majority of the homes are mot 0t
to be called by the pame ol home,
In the large cities more than one-
third of the working people do not
comply with the laws of sanitation.
Because of this women are asking
for the opportunity to make belter
bomen.”

In amswer to the argument that
women do not want the vote Mra
Snowdon stated that one million
women In New York siate have de-
clared that they do want it and of
those that do not want It, or are In-
different, 1t Is because they have béfn
irsined not to want it Dbecause men
don't approve or because they have
been appealed to by the men through
thelr affections, which appeal Mra,
Snowdon branded as the meaneat,
lowest reason @ Ap can present,
reason which throttles the spirit of
the woman,

Against the statement that women
can’t fight she said, “That reason
L 1n iNlogieal for you would be obliged
also to eut out all the splendid old
men, 'he aick and all of the men
who wouldn't fight. Women can
fight if tralned to fgh! Warfare ia
a test of endurance apnd when It
comen to that leat men nave nothing
on the women. If tralned they conlid
fAghi. bzt a0 natlon would wanl Mag

Ethel Snowden

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia



Ethel Snowden

Ethel Snowden, Viscountess Snowden, born Ethel Annakin (8 September 1881 — 22 February
1951), was a British socialist, human rights activist, and feminist politician. From a middle-class
background, she became a Christian Socialist through a radical preacher and initially promoted
temperance and teetotalism in the slums of Liverpool. She aligned to the Fabian Society and later
the Independent Labour Party, earning an income by lecturing in Britain and abroad. Snowden
was one of the leading campaigners for women's suffrage before the First World War, then
founding The Women's Peace Crusade to oppose the war and call for a negotiated peace. After a
visit to the Soviet Union she developed a strong criticism of its system, which made her
unpopular when relayed to the left-wing in Britain.

Snowden married the prominent Labour Party politician and future Chancellor of the Exchequer,
Philip Snowden. She rose up the social scale in the 1920s, much to her pleasure, and she
welcomed appointment as a Governor of the BBC and as a Director of the Royal Opera House.
Although her husband received a Viscountcy, money became tight and she led the way in caring
for him; after his death, she resumed temperance campaigning as well as journalism. She tended
to be a controversial public speaker, who would fill with enthusiasm for a project and pursue it to
the disregard of anything that stood in her way; it was said of her that "tact or discretion were
foreign to her nature”.[X!

Woman's suffrage

After 1906 Snowden became increasingly active in supporting women's suffrage, being one of
the national speakers for the National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies; she decried the
concentration on such things as dresses, jewels and cake recipes and wrote a book called "The
Woman Socialist™ in 1907 which advocated state control of marriage, joint title by women to the
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housekeeping money, and a state salary for mothers; she also wanted housekeeping organised
collectively in each street and declared that under socialism women would have "no need to paint
face and tint hair".[2! Her strong views seemed to influence her husband,22! although Snowden
was always a ‘suffragist' and never endorsed the violent tactics of the suffragettes.[*! In 1914 she
was speaking at 200 public meetings a year on the subject, and temporarily resigned from the
Independent Labour Party in order that her political allegiance did not cause problems with her
campaigning on the issue.!®!
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