
Canandaigua’s North Shore Heritage: Glaciers and the Great Spirit’s Hand

For more than a century, the North Shore of Canandaigua Lake has been 
the chosen spot for steamboat commerce, boating and swimming, and as a resort 
destination for those seeking the enjoyment of the lake’s natural wonder and beauty. 

The Senecas, whose history is so inextricably linked to Canandaigua Lake, believe that the 
Creator looked on this region with special favor, reached down to bless it, and forever created  
our Finger  Lakes by the imprint of His hand.

The technical explanation just takes the wonder out of it all. The scientists  say that 
Canandaigua Lake is one of 11 long, narrow, roughly parallel bodies of water that comprise 
the Finger Lakes of New York State and were created when at least two glaciers carved 
through western New York during the Pleistocene Epoch (or the Ice Age, as it’s more well 
known) which began about two million years ago. The result: One of the most geologically 
spectacular regions of the United States in our own backyard, with a unique historical and 
emotional connection that beckons and captivates  local residents and visitors alike.

Rediscover the North Shore in this exhibit—“Canandaigua’s North Shore Heritage.” 
Explore  our lakefront’s rich Native American past, its development as a commercial hub 
through the City Pier and the coming of the steamboats and railroads, and its transfor-
mation—thanks to the automobile—to a major and downright fun recreational destina-
tion that has created family memories for generations through boating, marinas, Roseland, 
restaurants,  and of course, the swimming school in days gone by and the beach at Kershaw  
Park today. 
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Top image: Taken from the brochure The Beautiful Finger Lakes Call You, 1925 Edition, published by The Finger 
Lakes Association. Bottom left: The plaque at Kershaw Park marking the reinterment in 1919 of the remains of 16 Seneca          
Indian men and boys unearthed during excavation for the swimming school. The reinterment was funded by Mary Clark      
Thompson, Canandaigua’s “magnificent benefactress.”
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