
Canandaigua’s North Shore Heritage: At Its Peak

The North Shore boomed in the decades following  
World War II as visitors from near and far came to enjoy the 
scenic lake, popular restaurants and 

the ever expanding Roseland Park. Accounts 
from the time told of traffic “jammed bumper 
to bumper ” and crowds so large “you can hardly  
see the lake through the people.” Officials  saw 
the construction of new expressways as being 
the panacea of all traffic ills. But in part it was 
the construction of the NYS Thruway in 1955 
and the Route 5 & 20 bypass in 1957 that 
contributed to the decline of the North Shore. Other factors—includ-
ing the preference of motel chains over mom-and-pop establishments, 
and competition from large theme parks that drew thrill seekers away 
from smaller ones—impacted viability. The closing of Roseland Park on 
Labor Day 1985 marked the end of the era,  started in 1925 by William 
Muar who accurately foresaw the beginning of the “automobile   age.”
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Sisson Cabin City Motel (directly above) dates back to the 1920s when the site 
was occupied by the Cabin City Cottages and the Socony Gas Station. Sisson ’s 
was razed in the 1990s.

Kellogg’ s Pan-Tree Motor Inn (above) was constructed in the late 1940s along 
with its accompanying restaurant that was well known for comfort food, sticky 
buns, baked goods and unique offerings such as creamed codfish. 

Cabin courts —such as Dibble’s Lake Shore Station (at right), built in the 
1930s—touted “running water.” By the 1960s, cabin courts were replaced by 
modern motels  offering air conditioning, TVs and swimming pools.

The Route 5 & 20 bypass (lower right) opened in 1957 diverting through-traffic 
away from Lakeshore Drive.

Pictured are a number of the motor inns, restaurants and businesses that lined 
Lakeshore Drive “at its peak.” Among them were Polimeni’s Beachside Motel , 
Dandy’s 19-cent Hamburgers, Lakeside Motor Lodge, and Caruso’s Lakeshore 
House (at left).
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Motor inns, restaurants and food stands lined Lakeshore Drive 
circa 1965. Inset photograph: Roseland Amusement Park.


