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Until We Meet Again!   
Thank You for Your Support. 
 By Preston E. Pierce, Museum Educator 

With this edition of the ñEducatorôs Corner,ò I 
close my time as the Museum Educator.  I was 
appointed in August, 2014 and the past seven years 
have been some of the most fulfilling of my career 
in history and education.  I want to begin by 
thanking all of you for your support of the 
museumôs educational programs and special events.  However, all 
good things must come to an end sometime, and this is my time to say 
good-bye.  That is, good-bye until we meet again--as visitors, 
members, and volunteers at the Ontario County Historical Society. 

There are many words of advice about when itôs a good time to 
ñretire.ò  First of all, the time is good when you have a clear vision for 
the next chapter of your life.  Another good time is when you can 
leave with no regrets and lots of accomplishments that give you at 
least modest pride.  Both of those situations apply to me now, so I 
hope I am leaving the Society with expressions of good wishes going 
both ways. 

I have several ñbucket listò projects on which I have been working for 
years.  Several of them are coming to fruition and now is a good time 
to finish them.  That is particularly true for at least two publications I 
want to complete for the benefit of the Historical Society, but which 
take too much time to squeeze in among the duties of the Educator.  
One of them is a comprehensive history of the ñPeanut Lineò railroad, 
including the often-neglected western half between Batavia and 
Niagara Falls.  What is left to complete will require some travel 
around western New York; locating some critical images; and some 
editing.  Another publication is a history of Canandaigua Lake and the 
people who have lived, worked, and played along its shore.  After 
many years of research and file building, that book has arrived at a 
tipping point. 

Since 2014, it has been my pleasure, really, to introduce some new 
programs to the educational offerings of the Historical Society.  Each 
person who has filled the position brings personal strengths and 
interests.  I believe I have taken the educational program of the 
museum in some new directions; produced some scholarly 
presentations and publications; and introduced some new activities.  
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Among those latter events were ñadventures of viticulture,ò a series of ñhistory rides (with delicious 
endings); and detailed walking tours through parts of Canandaigua that often escape historic notice.  My 
final tour project breaks new ground and allows visitors and residents alike to visit the many Black history 
sites in the city.   

I am proud of what Iôve accomplished for the Society, its members, and the residents of Ontario County.  
In the end, however, I could not have done those things without the loyal and encouraging museum 
volunteers and the dedicated staff.  They have helped me do everything from moving heavy display cases; 
to tracking reservations, judging student papers, making the complicated parts of National History Day 
(NHD) competition fit like a perfect jigsaw puzzle; and pointing me to important artifacts in the collection. 

As we move into the holiday season and the early months of the New Year, I will miss two events, in 
particular.  For the first time since I became the Museum Educator, I will not be running the ñHoliday 
Railsò train layout.  Time simply did not permit it this year.  However, look for some new and exciting 
holiday events at the museum.  Just as Finger Lakes Railway, Ontario Pathways, and the Auburn Trail are 
creating new experiences along our historic rail lines, you will undoubtedly see a new version of ñHoliday 
Railsò down the line. 

For two decades, late winter and early spring were the traditional months for National History Day 
preparations.  Curricular changes, teacher retirements, and COVID restrictions brought NHD to a standstill 
in 2020.  The time is not yet right to rekindle the flame.  When that time comes, perhaps in 2022-23, I 
hope to be among the many volunteers who have made NHD competition such a resounding success for 
local students; my predecessor, Nancy Parsons; and myself.  We can all be justly proud of how all who 
work here, in any capacity, made the Finger Lakes Regional competition a showcase for the state.    

The Society has a strong, pragmatic, and hard-working new Director.  It will shortly have a new Museum 
Educator with some fresh ideas that will take the museum, its members, and patrons in exciting new 
directions.  Together, I believe Cody; Curator, Wilma Townsend; the Board; and our new Educator will 
energize the program as we emerge from the havoc created by the CIVID pandemic.  Itôs an ideal time for 
all of us to conserve the best of our past; reinforce support for the activities of the present; and move 
boldly in new directionsðwherever they may lead.  I will be looking for you among my fellow volunteers! 

OCHS Bookstore 
 
Are you looking for a present for some-
one special? The OCHS Bookstore has 
some new arrivals that would make for 
a great gift! Among them are:  
 
The Canandaigua Letters                  
by William Winship 

Freedom: A Shared Sacrifice            
by Marjory Allen Perez 

Final Stop, Freedom                          
by Marjory Allen Perez 

Rochesterôs Famed Bragdon Station 
by Richard Chait 
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From the Directorôs Desk 
By Cody Grabhorn 

 

Winters of Present and Past 

The winter season has arrived here in Western New York, and we are embracing it as 
much as we can at the museum. We are adapting to a slower season (visitation-wise) 
by focusing our time on other chores that will prepare us for the year to come. As I 
watch this change take place here at the museum, I wonder what the winter season 
looked like for the residents of Ontario County in the past. Luckily, we have a plethora 
of diaries in our collection that bring their stories of the winter season to life. One diary in particular 
intrigued me, and I thought it would be nice to share a few excerpts with you. The Tibbals family lived in 
Canadice in the late 19th century, and unlike many other diaries that are brief, theirs gives a detailed 
overview of the whole familyôs day.  

December 8 ï Noah at home all day, went into the woods and cut some timber to finish a stable. Emma 
went to school. I washed some of the ceiling and fixed up the paper in the kitchen.  

December 13 ï Noah made arrangements to butcher tomorrow, drew water and chored generally. Emma 
went to school. I washed the window in my bedroom and cleaned the woodwork.  

December 16 - Noah salted pork, cut wood, done chores, cleaned. Emma done the housework, I finished 
rendering lard, baked 5 loaves bread, took ease of butter and fixed Johnnyôs socks. Weather very cold and 
wind blowing fearfully.  

December 18 ï Noah kept 3 fires and carried coals into the cellar to keep it from freezing. Frank helped 
him about half a day. Emma done the house work, baked 5 pies. I did not do any work only a few chores, 
feeling quite ill.  

December 23 - I stewed pumpkin, baked ginger cookies, baked apples and done house work generally. 
Severe squalls of snow in afternoon. 

Just from these few lines, it is easy to paint a picture in our minds of the busy winter season. Although 
each excerpt is short, they can offer a vivid image of this household. Maybe you can smell the stewed 
pumpkin, baked ginger cookies, and baked apples. Perhaps you can imagine salting pork and cutting wood 
all day long in the very cold and windy weather. Some of you might imagine Emma walking to and from 
school in the snow. Furthermore, you might have realized that some of the tasks they did then, we still do 
now. Although we have modern heating, lighting, and appliances today, there are many ways that we can 
relate to our predecessors. In the end, we live in different times, but we are all connected by our ties to the 
landscape and weather conditions of Ontario County. 

While we arenôt busy cutting wood, salting pork, building stables, or baking bread at the museum, we are 
busy planning for the year to come. Earlier I had mentioned how museum visitation generally drops 
during the winter season, which gives many people the impression that it is a slow time for us. However, 
just like the Tibbals, we are staying busy with behind-the-scenes work. As you read this, we are planning 
programs, exhibits, and events that we hope will attract even more visitors and consequently more 
supportive members in the warmer months.  

All of this goes to show that if we take some time to stop and think about our lives compared to those of 
our predecessors, we might just find more similarities than we thought existed. In fact, there is one last 
excerpt that mentions a task that we deeply connect with at the museum. On December 27, Juliatte Tibbals 
recorded that ñMr. Butler called, [he] was canvassing for centennial history.ò During the winter of 2021 
we continue the work of Mr. Butler by canvassing for the cause of preserving and presenting our history, 
and we hope that you follow us in the endeavor.  
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Whatôs in the Collection? 
By Wilma Townsend 
 
As many of you may have seen on the news or read online, a remarkable find of a 
long-lost photographic studio collection was made some months ago in Geneva, NY. 
David Whitcomb, an attorney and city court judge in Canandaigua, purchased an old 
building in Geneva in order to expand his law office. When cleaning out the 
building, he discovered a closed-off attic that contained hundreds of turn of the 20th 
century studio portraits, photo negatives, frames, and a host of studio props and 
equipment. Untouched for over 100 years, these were the remnants of the 
photographic studio of James Ellery Hale. Regionally well-known, Hale took portrait photos of many 
Genevans as well as  more famous people such as Susan B. Anthony who visited the city on several 
occasions.  

In September 2021, an auction in Canandaigua was held to sell the entire 
collection. Because OCHS collects artifacts, photos and archival items 
representing the countyôs history, it was determined that funding reserved 
for select collections acquisitions would be used to purchase a selection of 
photos and studio equipment at the auction. An OCHS member also 
generously made a financial donation to defray some of the costs. With a 
list of items of interest gleaned from the auction house lots, Executive 
Director Cody Grabhorn went to the auction, bid, and won 22 items. Items 
purchased included 17 photos of men, women and children, a studio 
backdrop, a drying rack for glass plate negatives, a chemical mixing tool, 
and two studio props ï a footstool or booster for children, and a Mission 
style chair which came with a photo of a woman seated in the chair. 

In 2023, OCHS plans to present an exhibit on local studio photographers 
and their work. The items noted above from Haleôs studio will be featured 
in it. As part of the preparation for this exhibit, we will apply for a 
conservation treatment grant to conserve and stabilize the studio backdrop. 
We are delighted and grateful that we were able to purchase representative 
items for the James Ellery Hale Photo Studio and look forward to 
presenting them to  you in an upcoming exhibit. 
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